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	GENERAL INFORMATION

	Study program in which the course unit is offered
	Serbian Language

	Course unit title
	Medieval Literature

	Course unit code
	15SFSF005

	Type of course unit
 
	Compulsory

	Level of course unit

	First cycle

	Field of Study (please see ISCED
)
	0232

	Semester when the course unit is offered
	winter 

	Year of study (if applicable)
	1.

	Number of ECTS allocated
	6

	Name of lecturer/lecturers
	Prof. dr Svetlana Tomin; Doc. dr Nataša Polovina

	Name of contact person
	Doc. dr Nataša Polovina

	Mode of course unit delivery

	Lectures, consultations.

	Course unit pre-requisites (e.g. level of language required, etc)
	English B2

	PURPOSE AND OVERVIEW (max 5-10 sentences)

	Beginning with the 9th century, the South Slavs found themselves within the “Byzantine Commonwealth”, which means that Serbian medieval literature developed in accordance with the principles of Byzantine poetics and aesthetics. The lecture will provide examples of the influence Byzantine literature had on that of the Serbs with regard to the genre system, themes and expression, and explain the cultural and historic context as well as the specific nature of artistic creation in the Middle Ages.


At the same time, the lecture will point to the fact that the Byzantine world did not have sole influence on Serbian culture, although it was predominant. Created on the very border between Eastern and Western civilizations, Serbian literature developed its own unique dimension of identity by creatively intertwining these artistic discourses. Ideas about a sacrosanct dynasty, church autonomy and a national state play an important role in its distinctiveness. Hagiographies of rulers and archbishops are cited as the most characteristic forms of literary work, which developed its own specific qualities, as well as unique charters and records. 

	LEARNING OUTCOMES (knowledge and skills)

	Acquired basic knowledge of medieval literature and the most important Serbian medieval writers.

	SYLLABUS (outline and summary of topics)

	Lectures:

The Byzantine Background of Serbian Medieval Literature

Serbian Medieval Hagiographies

Famous Serbian Women in the Middle Ages
Perceptions of Women in Serbian Medieval Literature

One aspect of Women Strategy. Four examples of Medieval Literature

Saint Sava in Old and Contemporary Serbian Literature: History, Legend and Culture of Remembrance



	LEARNING AND TEACHING (planned learning activities and teaching methods) 

	Text analysis - interpretation, problem method, multimedia method, dialog, text-method.

	REQUIRED READING

	The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium, ed. Alexander P. Kazhdan, 1991; Thomas Butler: Monumenta Serbocroatica. A bilingual Anthology of Serbian and Croatina texts from the 12th to the 19th century, Michigan, 1980; Mount Athos and Byzantine Monasticism. Papers from the 28 spring symposium of Byzantine Studies, ed. A. Bryer and M. Cunningham, 1994; J. Taylor&L. Smith,
Women and the Book. British Library Studies in Medieval Culture, 1996; A. Potkay, Medieval Women&Literature, 1997; S. Tomin, Empress Mara Branković, Studi sull'Oriente Cristiano, 2, 1, Roma 1998, 165-175; S. Tomin, Famous Serbian Women in the Middle Ages, Studi sull'Oriente Cristiano 3, 1, Roma 1999, 195-201; S. Tomin, One aspect of Women Strategy. Four examples of Serbian Medieval Literature, Studi sull'Oriente Cristiano 7, 2, Roma 2003, 101-112; S. Tomin, Perceptions of Women in Serbian Medieval Literature, Studi sull'Oriente Cristiano 10, 2, Roma 2006, 75–99; Z. Gavrilovic, Women in Serbian politics, diplomacy and art at the beginning of the Ottoman rule, In: Byzantine Style Religion and Civilization In Honour of Sir Steven Runciman, 2006, 72-90; M. St. Popović, Shedding New Light on the Ties of Mara Branković to the Holy Mountain of Athos and the Translation of Relics, 6TH INTERNATIONAL HILANDAR CONFERENCE “MEDIEVAL SLAVIC TEXT AND IMAGE IN THE CULTURES OF ORTHODOXY” THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY, 19-21 JULY 2013. (online); S. Tomin, The Byzantine Background of Serbian Medieval Literature, in: A Companion to Byzantium and Medieval Serbia, ed. Mihailo St. Popović, Brill Companion, Leiden, Holland (in print).

	ASSESSMENT METHODS AND CRITERIA

	Oral exam

	LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION

	English


�








� Compulsory, optional


� First, second or third cycle (Bachelor, Master's, Doctoral)


� ISCED-F 2013 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Documents/isced-f-detailed-field-descriptions-en.pdf"�http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Documents/isced-f-detailed-field-descriptions-en.pdf� (page 54)


� Face-to-face, distance learning, etc.





